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Signs of Hope
Two years ago a member of an MCW Review of Life group spoke about their employers
looking to initiate incentive bonuses. The member had a ‘gut’ reaction against this and had
opposed the idea. The negative response came from thoughts about who would decide what
constituted a bonus, what if some people couldn’t give the ‘added value’ of out of hours
overtime required because of being carers for children or adults? Would the divisive nature of
competition result in workers questioning whether each was working as hard as the other
creating a destructive atmosphere? To the MCW member it appeared to be fraught with
difficulties and problems.
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The group’s review included reflecting on the value of the worker
giving of their best, the aspect of their labour being sold for
agreed terms and if they were meeting those terms and
conditions what more should be expected, the sanctions in place
if the job was not being done properly and the important aspect
that all received a living wage. In fact, the scheme was never
introduced.
Unfortunately others did not ever consider such a debate. Bonus
incentives were deemed a ‘right’ for those with ‘high status’ or well paid jobs and simply
became ingrained as custom and practice. The recent controversy about bankers’ bonus
incentives at least gives some hope that assumptions of entitlement to such rewards should
never be automatically accepted but instead critically questioned.
Signs of hope is the theme of this edition. It is relevant at Easter because of the meaning and
hope which the Resurrection gives to us. Signs of hope are also identified in the messages
for International Women’s Day and the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. Our theme
particularly reveals itself when we consider the memory of Fr Jean-Marie Leuwers who
always asked us, as part of the Review of Life, to identify signs of hope so as to more clearly
understand our lives and be able to take effective action. The life of Jean-Marie and his
dedication to the Workers’ Movement was itself one of continual hope. Long may his memory
inspire us to be part of a Movement which is able to see things as they are, critically engage,
discern signs of hope, develop solidarity and help to bring about positive change.

Jean-Marie Leuwers
A Sign of Hope for the World and the Church
It was with much sadness that I received the news that our friend and our brother had
left us, but that’s normal. Yet, when I think of him and his life it is also a moment of joy.
He was a great man who in spite of his small stature had a big heart for working men
and women, and for all those who are victims of an unjust society.
I knew Jean-Marie for more than 30 years, when as chaplain to the World Movement of
Christian Workers (WMCW) he came to England to help us develop our Movement and
above all how we could improve the review of life.
When Jean-Marie participated in a review of life with English activists, he would always
listen attentively to what was being said and at the end of the sharing in a very humble
way he would give his little reflection about what he had heard. Despite all the difficulties
experienced by the activists Jean-Marie had the capacity to see the signs of hope, which
are present in all the collective struggles and actions carried out for justice.
Jean-Marie would always say, look here in this situation or in this action, you can see
the resurrected Jesus Christ. He is with you in your daily struggles. Jesus came into this
world and by his life and action he showed us that the leaders of the Temple of Israel
had forgotten what God wants for the powerless, the poor, the worker,
each person who has been marginalised which is to be set free and liberated from their
oppression.
This is what you are engaging in with your friends, believers and non believers, to build
the Kingdom of God here today.
Ten days ago I had the privilege of eating with JeanMarie after he had give an excellent presentation
about the history of the working class in his
neighbourhood of Moulin to the members of the
International Council of the WMCW.
We spoke together about our friends and about the
economic and political crisis in France, Great Britain
and of course in Europe. As usual he was very
interested in what was happening in the world. What
struck me was that despite his age and weak health,
he was involved in some groups of reflection in the home where he lived with his brother
priests on the documents of Vatican II. He said to me “Paul it is necessary that we as
church rediscover the spirit that came out of this Council”.
Right up to the end of his life he was faithful to his conviction that we have to announce
the Good News in our daily life and engagements in a language accessible to everyone.
When I look at the Church today and indeed the modern world that is broken by the
current crisis, I am convinced that the Church and the World needs priests like our dear
brother Jean-Marie.
2

On behalf of the Movement of Christian Workers of England I would like to say that
Jean-Marie was, is and will always be with us as a sign of hope for all who struggle for
the realisation of the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Au revoir my brother, many thanks for all your friendship and for having shared a part
of your life with me and my comrades and I ask you to pray for us so that we do not
abandon the call of Jesus to construct the Kingdom of God here in our environment
today.
Paul Edwards

2011 Appeal
Thank you to all who generously contributed to our appeal. You raised £1,900. The
money received will help us to carry on the work of the MCW at all levels, nationally
and internationally for the forthcoming year.

Thank you all for your continuing support
Extract from the General Secretariat of the World Movement of Christian
Workers (WMCW) for International Women’s Day
On this International Women’s Day we want to focus on the reality of rural women in
Nicaragua. For Women who live in very poor rural areas around the cities there is an
absence of security on the streets and in their own homes. Why celebrate Women’s Day
when you only earn half as much as men simply because you are a woman, when forced to
accept sexual favours for a contract and are abused, humiliated, exploited, murdered … last
year 70 women died because of the brutality of their husbands.
On 26th January this year Nicaragua adopted a new law to prevent violence against women.
This law provides full legal protection and aims to “prevent, punish and eradicate violence
against women and to assist women who are victims of violence, this law promotes changes
in behaviour that perpetuates the same patriarchal power relations”. The adoption of this law
is a victory for women in Nicaragua. Hope is now possible and we can envisage that in some
cases at least the perpetrators will be punished.
The WMCW, a Movement of training through action, .. organise women who are living in
situations like this, they encourage them to continue their struggle and help them regain their
self-esteem. They find opportunities to have a better understanding of their rights, to be more
aware of their strength to change the situation … We give training to women so they can live
in dignity. .. We want to give Women a space to reflect together on the values that give them
the desire to live and fight for a better future.
Through this message we want to let those women who suffer know that they are not alone ..
Jesus said, “Arise and walk!”. Let’s work together to combat discrimination .. to overcome the
inhumanity experienced by so many .. so that all women can celebrate their day.
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Declaration on the World Day of Migrants and Refugees
(An extract from the World Movement of Christian Workers’ declaration to mark the 98th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees)

Most of them are young [and] can be seen near railway stations or in queues at local
administration offices. They are looking for guidance and information on housing or
possibilities to obtain food. Their poor knowledge of the local language can make their
communication difficult and too few people take time to answer their questions. However,
when a dialogue is started, when trust overcomes fear, when brotherhood is lived, everything
becomes possible and everybody comes out a winner. Whom are we referring to? Migrants
of course!
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The WMCW supports all those in this world who
believe that each one can play a role in society, live
in dignity, whatever their origin, colour of skin,
culture, language or religion. As a Movement of
Christian Workers, the WMCW builds its action on
God’s Word and on the Social Teachings of the
Church.
“I grew up amidst violence and war. I did not feel
secure anymore in my country because of
discrimination .. between armed groups. I
decided to leave my country as soon as I felt
there was no hope anymore. I’d rather venture
into a deadly, risky and very costly life.” Salim
from Somalia
“As you leave your childhood, friends and family behind, you are leaving behind a part of
your life. At first you do not think about your own sorrow. You try to be positive in your
journey and think that you will discover new experiences, a new way of life, new horizons
and you try to prepare your own future.” Clark from Gabon
Let us listen to the migrants we meet in our daily life, in our neighbourhood, those who work
in our company or those we meet to pray and celebrate Jesus Christ. Let us be closer to
them and let us build together with them without frontiers a world where everyone can live in
peace and harmony.
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